
Economic Development Corporation 
Minutes 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 
 
Attending: Chris Rittmueller, Beth Bernthal Reindel, Terry Weiss, Mike Fassezke, John Benson, and 

Abby McClellan Curtis 
 
Absent: Jamie Furbush, Tim Hildner, Jerry Thompson, Vickie Schmitzer, and Brandon Muller  
 
Also attending was Sheila Stamiris.  
 
There was no public input. 
 
The minutes of the EDC meeting of September 21, 2017, were approved as written. Bernthal-Reindel 
moved; McClellan-Curtis seconded.   
 
Stamiris updated the committee on the City Council’s approval to generate a purchase agreement for 
four acres within the Business Park area for the Frankenmuth Brewery. The Brewery is working on a site 
plan in readiness to submit to the City Township Planning Commission the request for annexation. A 
survey is ordered and title search will be initiated. Stamiris has ordered an update of the Environmental 
Phase 1; this will be paid for by the Brewery. The purchase agreement will be presented for approval at 
the November 7 City Council meeting. The Charter provides a 30-day delay for final approval, which 
would be granted on December 5, assuming all terms are agreeable. Members were pleased with the 
report. 
 
Ferris State architectural program students will be in Frankenmuth on Friday and Saturday of this week. 
The students will be studying housing types that could be modified to be more contemporary to meet 
the demands of the marketplace.   
 
Stamiris presented information about the EDC’s role in the Redevelopment Ready Community process. 
The City is required to have an Economic Development Plan. The DDA can and will assist. More details 
will follow. On behalf of Jerry Thompson, Stamiris asked to consider a discussion of “coming” economic 
disrupters (i.e. the invention of the automobile and its impact on buggy whip companies.) This could be 
a discussion during the development of the economic development plan.  
 
The committee received the article regarding the Amazon Expansion for its second headquarters. 
 
The meeting adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sheila Stamiris  


